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to say, since and in so far as the German people have made
the transition from Romanticism to the matter-of-fact logic
and insight characteristic of modern technology and applied
science, the characteristic philosophy of Germany's past is
,also a phenomenon of the past age. It can live and continue
to guide and inspire the life and thought of the community
only on condition that the community return to the condi-
tions of life that gave rise and force to this philosophy; that
is to say, only on condition that the German nation retreat
from its advance into the modern state of the industrial arts
and discard such elements of the modern scheme of institu-
tions as it has hitherto accepted. But with such a retire-
ment in the direction of the mediaeval and feudalists
scheme of life, if such a retreat were conceivable, the ques-
tion in hand would also lapse; since such a retreat would
involve a return to the small and incompetent conditions of
Germany's pre-capitalistic and pre-Imperial age.
The peculiarly German philosophy is peculiarly ineffec-
tual for the purposes of modern science, and peculiarly in-
capable of articulating with or illuminating any of the
questions with which modern scientific inquiry is occupied.
It is an idealistic philosophy; that is to say, at its nearest
approach to the domain of fact it is a theoretical construc-
tion in terms of sufficient reason rather than of efficient
cause, in terms of luminous personal valuation rather than
of opaque matter-of-fact.
Its high qualities and great aesthetic value may not be
questioned; it is a monument of what was best in German
life in the days before the technological deluge; but it finds
no application in the scheme of thought within which the